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Hot Flash Bulletin
by Dale Prichard

First, let us all give a moment of silence for Tom
Handy, who passed away suddenly on Sept. 13th. I
wish to thank those of you who offered to help
Lynn get back to Calif. She did arrive safely back
and we hope she continues to travel with us in the
future.
Below is a Hot Flash tidbit Tom had shared with us
before his passing:

The Fall Rally was a huge success near
Colorado Springs.
The rally was led by Jim and Becky Godfrey. We
have heard a fun time was had by all who attended.
Details will follow in full in our next newsletter.
As many of you are aware, Susan and I have been
volunteers in Custer State Park, SD. We have truly
enjoyed our time here. We have seen many animals
and captured the great and mighty Bison (Buffalo)
on film/digital a few times. Some of you have seen
our photo collection.

“There is an RVer named Dale
Who can spin a most marvelous tale
He has a good wife Susan
Who is really great at choosin'
The greatest of campsites without fail”
I’m sure this poet amongst us will be missed.
I often wonder what this nation would have lost if
not for the courage of 1 man, who had the
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foresight to start a herd of Bison here in South
Dakota.
Well no time to give everyone a History lesson, the
best history lesson is to come to Custer State Park
and stay a week, visiting the area and stopping by
the Visitor and Park Office to learn about the
park. For those of you who do not follow us on the
DaGirls Blog. Here the link to DaGirls Travel Blog.
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Web Site o the History of the Bison
http://www.sd4history.com/Unit3/buffalolesson3.htm

http://dagirlsrv.blogspot.com/

Judging by some of the animals – fun was had by
all.

One of the many things we did was take a 3 week
vacation from the park. We packed up the DaGirls
Rv, latched onto some friends who came out to visit
and we all took off for Glacier and Yellowstone
National Park. Kathy, Wayne, Tungor Taubman,
Susan, Della, Tilly and I truly enjoy our traveling
together. We all recommend everyone should do a
trip with friends.
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Members Travels
By

Dale Prichard

Ok, now onto your travels:
Timing….
A reminder to all that articles submitted for the
Hot Flash or the Newsletter may be edited for
various reasons or may be held for future
publications. We appreciate your understanding.
Dale & Hedda Satherr have been hosting at Willow
Beach Resort in beautiful Christina Lake, British
Columbia from May 24th to Sept. 28th. They are
now camping at Okanagan Lake, B.C. for 2 weeks,
and will start south towards Arizona around the
15th of October. They are looking forward to
seeing everyone, as they have had a great summer.
A Big Hello from Ted & Nancy Jacobs, former
Roadrunners with a ’95 Alfa See Ya 5th Wheel.
The Prichard/Taubman’s ran into them in Kalispell,
MT while staying at a local Elks Lodge. They
winter in Yuma and stay North of Quartzsite
during the Big RV Show in January. Ted and Susan
discussed several current members that they
know, the Serpa’s & Sedio’s. To send them
greetings, e-mail: tnjacobsco@yahoo.com
It’s a small, small world.
Andy and Pat Platacis returned home in late May
from 'snow-birding in Marathon Florida'. They then
spent March, April, 12 days in May in Jacksonville
Florida. Andy received non-invasive treatments for
cancer at UF Florida Jacksonville. The treatments
were a success and he should be cancer free. Andy
and Pat both recommend the UF Florida for any
type cancer treatment.
They are also attending an Alfa Sunrisers rally Oct
5-13 in Centre Hall Penn. After that, they are going
to down the coast to Jolly Roger Travel Park
Marathon Fl. for Dec, Jan & Feb. In March they
will travel to Southern California and maybe the
Alfa Nat Rally.
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Deanna & Frank Jones did so much that it would
take an issue all by itself. But here is a briefing of
adventures:
Their travels took them from KS to Illinois,
Indiana and Michigan and back. They visited
friends who retired and moved to Chicago suburbs
where they were raised. They spotted a Tesla
retail shop, they came to realize Illinois is more
than Springfield—Lincoln’s land and Chicago. They
attended a convention then onto Elkhart, IN.,
before heading back to KS.
Randall and Debby Sherow spent a medically
induced summer in Portland, rather than along the
OR-WA coast as originally planned. In early July,
Debby had been feeling badly for a while, but we
are glad to report that at the time of this writing,
we understand she is on the mend.
It was time well spent in one of their favorite
cities in the country and she is finally on the mend.
We left Portland last week (end of September) and
have made it to the beautiful Idaho Capitol of
Boise. After a week here seeing the sights and
visiting one of the featured locations (The West
Side Drive In) from Diners, Drive Ins and Dives,
they’ll be slowly heading south through Salt Lake
City and Las Vegas before getting back to Tucson
in November for the winter. They wrote “I
sincerely hope that everyone else had a more fun
summer than we”.
Barb and Sid Zielke have been stationary for a
while. This is due to their cousin is building her a
sewing cabinet. Now for those of you who do not
know, Barb is a sewing addict. She can do amazing
thing with a computer controlled machine. She
reminds me of my aunt in Louisiana, who has been
doing that since she was born. Anyway, she and Sid
are getting the itch to travel while awaiting the
completion of their cabinet. She passed along this
comment “We are in farm country and the corn is
ripe so the trucks are running to wherever they
take picked cow food! (Can you tell I'm a big city
gal??) should be moving on later this week....we can
hope”.
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John & Myrna Filipczak, Myrna and John left St.
Paul, MN on Tuesday, September 16th and made
our way west to Sioux Falls, SD. From there they
made their way to Valentine, NE. Then onto
Sterling State Park in Colorado and Friday, down to
St. Vrain State Park, north of Denver.
While in Colorado, Myrna and John decided to
drive to Breckenridge, Co. and follow the Boreas
Pass to the end. They drove the 8 ½ miles on dirt
road up to the Continental Divide, 11,482 feet.
Once back at their, they left for Clifton, CO and
made it to Moab, UT. They concluded their trip
towards Apache Jct. by driving to Flagstaff,
AZ…J&H RV Park. This is a beautiful RV Park and
we’re both glad to be here. They arrived in their
winter home, Happy Days RV Park in Apache Jct ,
on Oct. 1st,. They are in site #113, stop for a visit.
Marvin & Marian Grier are traveling throughout the
NE states visiting friends, past home locations and
Presidential Libraries and Museums and several
reunions. They plan to travel southward and will be
heading back to the West in Nov. Wishing them
safe travels and good times.

Kathy, Wayne and Tungor Taubman, after selling their
home on June 9th, they have racked up some
impressionable stats since starting their time
traveling adventure.
On the road for 114 days
Traveled 8155 miles
Stayed
82 nights in campgrounds
13 nights in State/National Parks
2 nights at a Fairground
7 nights in Moose/Elks Lodges
2 nights at Freightliner in Gaffney
8 nights at Dicks in LA
They also averaged 8.25 miles per gallon pulling
their Jeep Liberty.
They endured one mechanical breakdown in Helena,
MT, which turned out to be the alternator. They
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saw so much of our beautiful county. Weather was
great except for Custer where they woke up to
snow and ended with 8 inches. It was very pretty
but sold our home in Illinois, hoping to never see
snow again. They are now settled in at Canyon
Vista in Gold Canyon, Az. for next 6 months. This
was their favorite RV Park last year, so staying here until
time to head to Casa Grande for 2015 Alfa Rally.
They Love their Alfa and are very glad they bought it.
2002 Alfa # 70120 with 119,500 miles and our CAT is still
purring.
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Mods:
By Dale Prichard

Next onto some mods as presented to me by
Armand Mercier
Keeping your engine clean

Or adding front protection to our rigs

Adding a Fan Spacer to increase air flow

Another mod by Armand was the adding of Seal
Level Tank Monitors
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Hi there as for the sea level gages the installations
were pretty straight forward no real big problems
if you're using the existing wiring that comes off
your old tanks, all you need is one or two wires. The
hardest part was actually finding a place to mount
it in the wall and getting 12 V to it I put the unit
inside in the hallway it is constantly on so you
whenever you walk by you don't have to push any
buttons. I also put the unit in my dump station
below so that if I'm refilling the toilet to clean it
out I know exactly how much is in there as long as
you can see your freshwater tank and your gray
water tank it's fairly easy to install you can choose
what levels you like to set it up so you either have
a couple gallons left over when it says zero or
whatever, the black water tank installation needed
two sending units which joins up together because
of how tall it was it was just a matter of cutting a
slit into the plastic inside the wheel well all the
way down and then moving the plastic over and
getting into the actual tank and then installing
sensors. You do not have to take the wheels off, all
you need is just enough space to get in underneath.
Time spent was about an hour or so the system is
self-calibrating so you really don't have to do much
it shows you how to push a few buttons and
everything set up it has worked flawlessly since I
installed it. If you would like additional information
you can contact me at:

monztur@shaw.ca

Technical:
By Dale Prichard

Skip Huffman sent in this article about Engine
Cooling.
I was originally going to write about the various
modifications we can make to our ALFA’s to
enhance engine cooling, but we have beaten that
topic to death in the forums lately. The following
only applies to See Ya’s with the 3126 or C7 Cat
engines, except for the mud flap recommendation.
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To recap, make sure you have the slobber tube
extension. If you have a mud flap or stone guard,
make sure it is under the radiator, not between the
radiator and the rear bumper. And finally, if you
have a 2003 or early 2004 with the 3126E Cat
engine, get the newer rear grille that allows more
airflow. It can be purchased from Alfateers for
about $150. I have made these changes and
cooling has been greatly improved. Additionally,
making sure the radiator/CAC is clean is important.
I want to talk about another issue frequently
mentioned in conjunction with overheating
problems; keeping RPM’s up around 2000-2200 to
enhance airflow and water flow. It is important to
understand that there is a BIG difference
between 2000 RPM at full engine power and 2000
RPM at partial power. So what does that mean?
I have the Silverleaf system so I am able to see
what kind of power my engine is putting out. Even
though it is a calculated number, the values are
relative. So if it says I am generating 150 HP, that
is about half of what max HP is. (330 HP). If it
says I am generating 329 HP, I am at max engine
power. It is very important to understand that HP
equates to heat. The more HP the engine is
producing, the more heat is being created. Heat
that must be dissipated. So, if you are climbing a
long grade on a hot day and you downshift to get
the RPM up to around 2000 RPM and the
accelerator is floored to maintain speed, you are
creating a LOT of heat. Don’t be surprised when
the temperature starts to climb. On the other
hand, if you downshift another gear and keep the
RPM’s around 2000 at only partial throttle (with
lower speed), the engine is not working nearly as
hard, and is creating a lot less heat to deal with.
So, the lesson is this: maintaining 2000-2200 RPM
is only a partial answer.
If you have an engine monitoring system, it is easy
to see the difference. Lacking that just be
observant of the throttle position. If you have to
floor it to maintain speed, you are using close to
max engine power. If you are only using partial
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throttle at a lower gear, you will be using less
power, thus less heat generated.

Anita and Bob Gordon,
Clearlake, CA
03 SeeYa 760

I just wanted to report on something that I heard about
from an Alfa owner that he posted on Facebook. He
hadn't tried it but thought it might be of interest to
someone. Well... I was the one. We have had serious
odors coming from the black and grey tanks since we
bought our Alfa a year and a half ago, especially when we
were driving.
We had tried everything from Ivory Snow Flakes in the
black tank as well as various tank treatment drop-in
tablets that would help when we were parked, but as soon
as we'd hit the road, the odors would assault our noses.
We even tried the Tank Techs Rx treatments we bought at
the Annual Owners Rally this year. But once we'd hit the
road - even with the black tank empty - it smelled so bad
we had to use all 3 Fantastic Vents on full fan to get the
smell out of the motor home for at least an hour; then it
would be okay.
We had similar problems with the grey tank. We tried the
usual odor-controlling grey water tank and trap products,
which always worked well while parked, but once we start
back on the road... yeeeesh. When we reinstalled the
washer/dryer combo, it was the worst. We'd start driving
and the smell coming out of the closet was horrible! We
called Splendide and got some suggestions from them,
but nothing worked.

SO, I read on Facebook (thanks to Terry Brett) about a
YouTube video on how to get rid of the grey tank odors
once and for all, and it totally worked! I bought a jug of
Automatic Dishwashing Liquid Gel - lemon scent. It
suggested that prior to a trip that hopefully included
twisty, turning roads with hills etc., you clean out the tank
and then add water back into it. Add the gel followed by
water. Drive to your RV park destination and empty the
tank and it would totally clean out the smells.
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That sounded like a great idea to me, but I wanted to use
it for the black tank as well, so I went to the YouTube
originator's website and asked if this process could be
used for the black tank and the answer I got was "Yes".
WooHoo! Exactly what I wanted to hear, so the test was
ON! The night before our trip, we emptied both the grey
and the black tanks and added about 25% water back into
each tank. In the morning prior to pulling out, I added
about 1 1/2 cups of the gel to the black tank followed by a
gallon of water. Then I added about 1/3 cup to all three
sinks and the shower and followed each with a healthy
dose of water. We left right after and we had the smell
again but it only lasted for about 10 minutes and then....
NOTHING! It took 2 days - about 6 hours of driving time
each day - to get to our destination and both days we
were on very twisty roads, lots of ups and downs on many
hills, stops and go’s, etc.
Gotta tell you all - we have not had even the slightest of
odors from either tank nor from the washer/dryer closet
since we did the treatment!!! One week later though, for
no reason except for "just because" we re-treated both
tanks exactly as we had the first time before we headed
home. We're not sure we needed to, but decided to do it
anyway and it remains odorless.

We don't plan to do it again unless we have smells in the
future, but are very grateful to have found this solution.
SWEEEEEET !!! Literally....

Social:
By Dale Prichard

Terry Brett who has a Facebook page created an
Alfa Owners Group. The group was growing slowly
so he requested a little help.
So on Sept 11, I posted a Topic on the Yahoo
Groups and within a week, we were up to 100
members. Membership is now 209 and still growing.
If you are a Facebook user and interested, search
for group: “Alfa Owners” and join us.
The information below is being forwarded by John
Kurz:
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The S*M*A*R*T group is trying to encourage ALL
active and Honorably Discharged veterans to
attend their outings. This group helps veterans
and their surviving spouses by providing
information, contacts and services. Please forward
this email to all RVing veterans you know.
The most active games and activities group ("Old
Friends") will have their next camp out in the first
week of November at Patterson LA. More than 20
activities and games are planned for that week. All
RVers are welcomed. There is no fee for
attending. They expect 20 - 30 rigs to
attend. Site fee is $20 per night.
Friends on Wheels is the largest and my favorite
Good Sam Chapter in Mississippi. Their camp
outings are open to any member of Good Sam’s
regardless of which state the RVers is registered.
This month the MS Samboree is expecting about
100 RVers to attend.
Contact information is located at …

http://www.smartrving.net
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and about ourselves. You do not need to do
everything yourself, there are plenty of people who
will help, just ask for volunteers to make the
coffee, get the donuts, and other tasks, big and
small. If we do not have Wagon Masters by end of
November, we will cancel this as a Roadrunner
event for 2015. Please, please, please consider
being our Wagon Masters, past volunteers have
stated that they were glad they did, got to know
other attendees much better and was so worth the
effort. Contact Dale (gatorcq@gmail.com) or
Susan (rvgrandma01@gmail.com) .
We are still in the planning stages for Spring PreRally, April 7th to April 11th at Palm Creek RV
and Golf Resort, Casa Grande, AZ. Planning
some new events, repeating some old favorites and
also some free time for making new friends,
reconnecting with old friends and just kicking back.
Hope you will mark your calendars and map your
GPS units to join us for this annual event with your
Alfa family. More details when they are finalized.

Safety:
By Dale Prichard

Rally:
By Dale Prichard

And finally Rally Information
From your Alfa Roadrunner Treasure:
Quartzsite Rally is still in need of Wagon Masters
January 17th to January 25th, 2015. We do
have volunteers for Assistant Wagon Masters.
This doesn’t have to be a big deal, just need
someone to step forward to coordinate several in
camp activities. The suggestion has been made
that we have pizza for Welcome Dinner as many of
us may be unable or intimidated to cook for a large
group. You do not need to stay in camp all the
time. We are all big kids and will probably be out

I am passing along this bit of information from
member Craig Christen ctchristen@earthlink.net
04 Gold Phone 931-224-8261
I have been a wagon-master for SMART, military
veteran RV club, twice to Alaska (‘09 & ‘13). These
have been 60-70 day fun packed trips with 15-21
RVs. The best tip I can give is to slow down when
you head up there on your visit. I have seen a
number of damaged RVs due to frost heaves
(bumps and dips in the roads due to frozen soil
melting under roads) and gravel on roads—mostly
due to driving too fast. I have seen and heard of
windshield damage, broken springs, rigs running off
of the side of the road and one very unlucky
motorcycle fatality. I’ve heard of RVs going off of
the side of Top of the World Highway. Slow down
and even pull over to the side of the road in gravel
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conditions when approaching another vehicle.
Slowing down will do two things: allow you to better
enjoy the fantastic sites and: minimize any
accidents or damage to your RV. On two trips in
our ‘04 Alfa we have not had any significant
damage to our windshields or tires/suspension.
Until next time, safe travels,
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