Alfa Roadrunner Newsletter
Summer 2015
President: Dale Prichard

Secretary: Becky Godfrey

Vice-President: Jim Godfrey

Treasurer: Susan Prichard

Editor: Becky Godfrey

National AOC Rep: Dale Prichard

Travel Thought for Today:
“Our happiest moments as tourists always seem to come when we stumble upon one thing while
in pursuit of something else.” — Lawrence Block

President’s Corner
President’s Office:
Welcome and a big hello to you, our Roadrunner members. My last report was after the closing
of the 2015 Alfa Owners Chapter Rally and Annual Alfa Owners Chapter Rally (AOC). The many
of you whom attended made new friends and learned many new and exciting things.
Ok, so, what is happening recently? Well many of our members are traveling, taking on new
adventures, and seeing exciting places this summer. Some are headed to, or heading home, from
Alaska and will be traveling thru British Columbia and Alberta. If you happen to be reading this
and are one of these travelers, you might think about looking up our Canadian/Alaskans
Roadrunner members, and, as you travel through, connect, and perhaps stop and say hello.
Susan recently sent all members contact e-mails for all our members with their
city/state/province info. Please reach out along your route, wherever it is.
In the meantime let’s get onto the latest news.
Website:
First, we have decided to stop using the Roadrunner Yahoo Group Site. It has served its purpose
well, but now it is time to move to a better social site. With Facebook geared toward social
activities and travels, Dave Rypma has set up an Alfa Roadrunner Facebook group. This is a
closed group.
To join, all you have to do is request membership and it will be granted, however, you must be a
member in good standing.

Rallies:
2016 Quartzsite Rally (mid-January):
Great news, there will be a 2016 Quartzsite Rally. More info will be shared as it becomes
available.
Denise and Bob Gray have stepped forward as Wagon Masters
MaryAnn and Ray Balzer have stepped forward as Assistant Wagon Masters.

2015 Fall Rally:
Currently, we are looking for a Wagon Master and Assistants for a Summer or Fall Rally.
Location is to be determined by the hosts. So, got a favorite campground/RV park and want
some company? A new place you have never been, but want to check out? This can be anything
from dry camping/boon docking, to someplace with full-hook ups or anything in-between. It
can be a small group or larger depending on the locations, what it can accommodate, etc.
Contact any of the officers if you have an idea for a rally and we would be happy to help with any
questions or concerns you might have. Remember, this doesn’t have to be lots of work, everyone
pays their own way and is willing to help with activities. We just need coordinators/idea
makers.
Remember, being Wagon Masters can be simple and fun to do. We have sample guidelines if you
choose to become Wagon Masters or assistants.
2016 Pre Rally:
Currently we are looking for Wagon Master and Assistants for the Roadrunner Spring Rally,
location to coincide with the AOC Rally. AOC is also in need of Wagon Master/Co-Wagon
Masters for the Annual Rally.
If you are interested please contact Susan or myself.
Travels:
Please share past and present travel locations you have enjoyed, places you have been to and
would recommend. As an example:
DaGirls are currently making their way to Alaska slowly while enjoying the Northwest USA and
British Columbia so far. In our travels we have traveled the following:
Traveled 2200 miles,
Stopped at over 21 places along the way.
Fuel Cost $983.00
Average Fuel mileage 7.6mpg
We have connected with many members along the way with e-mails for travel advice, overnight
stays, visits and dinners, etc.

Great Locations:
In Oregon, we came across this small city campground. Eleven Sites with full hook ups (50amp).
The campground is located inside the city park of Myrtle Creek, just off I-5. We chanced upon
this little gem of a place. Although we stayed only a night, our experience was delightful. If you
are traveling in the area and,

City Park

DaGirls Site
Another gem of a place was in Fraser Lake, BC. This was not in the MilePost. As we were coming
into town, we stopped into the Visitors Center. First it was time to stop and take a break and we
wanted to inquire about staying overnight in their parking lot. We were informed that Fraser
Lake had a city park right on the water. White Swan Park, has sites for 7 Alfa’s. All sites are dry
camping, but right on the lake front (Yippee) and Free

In the rear of the visitors center is a dump and for $3 dollars (Canadian) you can take on board
100 gallons of fresh water.
Stop in and check out the visitors’ center, you will come across many interesting items. (Note:
Visitor’s Center will be moving from Northside of road to Southside of road in next year or so, so
this might be a bit out of date)

DaGirls were happy and in 7th heaven sitting back and relaxing. This is our kind of relaxing.

Della’s Seal of Approval

There are only 2 to 3 restaurants in the Village of Fraser Lake, depending on the day of the week,
Tony’s Western and Oriental, A Greek (Closed) and one that had just reopened under new
management. Our first night we tried Tony’s, nothing spectacular, but good. The other one we
went to is called the Burgers & Bistro, located across from the visitors center. Looks like a small
dive, but just our kind of restaurant.
Maintenance:
As we were traveling, our route took us close to Grants Pass, OR. This is where Henderson’s is
located. Since we were going to be in the area, Susan and I discussed changing out the steering
bell crank. This has been on my wish list, but the cost was never in my price range or at least
what I wanted to pay.

Old FL Steering Bell Crank
Well the online price came down, which made it affordable. We made an appointment for Wed.
but we were able to arrive early on Tuesday afternoon. They were able to squeeze us in. I had my
doubts that ours was bad, but was proven wrong once it was removed and I got my hands on it.
Folks, with so much power in our hydraulic system, you will never know if it is bad. The
hydraulic system can overpower even the most frozen bearings. Do I recommend changing it
out? Time will tell, as right now I cannot feel the difference. By the way, there are 2 prices for the
same part: online and service department price. However all you have to do is let them know the
lowest price and they will honor it. Plus, once they give you an estimate, THEY STICK TO IT,
even if it takes longer for the labor. My kind of place.

Henderson Steering Bell Crank Installed
Issues along the Way:
I have been playing with an air leak since Feb. and thought I had found it. But, I was wrong. I
aired up the system and crawled under the rear of DaGirls RV. I could hear it, but was having
problems locating the source of the escaping air. So armed with my trusty spray bottle, I sprayed

everything in a 2 foot area. Lo and behold there it was. Eureka, success, air coming from the
bottom of the air bag.
With that information in hand, it now came down to finding the correct part and then a location
to replace it. With part number in hand (Thanks 24/7 Freightliner Hotline), I called and located
2 air bags, 1 in Washington, the other in Oregon. With location of air bag in hand, I now turned
my attention to a facility. The Olympia, WA Freightliner dealer did not have it in stock, but
would arranged to have it delivered to them at no charge. We scheduled a Wed. afternoon (2
days away) appointment. I knew that this was less than an hour replacement job. With the cost
of the air bag (previously called) and the labor rate, I knew the job would be less than $500,
including tax.

Split in Air Bag

New Air Bag

We arrived early, just in case, but alas appointment is an appointment. Once completed, a check
of DaGirls brakes revealed a crack lengthwise in the shoe. After discussion, we opted for
replacement of both fronts. The job took another hour for both front wheels. Once done, we
were on our way again. Time from arrival to leaving was about 6 hours.

Ok, so now you see how easy it is to provide stories about your journeys. You can even include
photos if you want to.
So, if your summer has taken you to another destination or an adventure you would like to
share, please take time to provide a short write up of your travels and send to your newsletter
editor. Our newsletter editor can take your old and tired words and turn them in to new and
exciting words if you allow her to edit as necessary.
Blogging:
Do you have a blog, wanting to start one? Please send a note, to get it published in the
newsletter
Blogs:
DaGirls RV: http://dagirlsrv.blogspot.com/
Lisa & Norm: http://www.thoseyoungguys.com/
Bob and Denise: http://bobanddenisewanderlust.com/

Finally, in closing, have you missed my Hot Flashes? Would you like them to be restarted? All
you have do is send your write ups to my email address. I will publish tid-bits from all who send
me something and will forward the rest to our newsletter editor for future publishing.
Sincerely, Your President;

Dale M. Prichard
Dale M. Prichard
President, Alfa Roadrunners

Vice President’s Input – (For What it’s Worth)
From the What it’s Worth department, I haven’t forgotten the request some of you made for me
to send you a copy of the slides I presented at the rally, I just haven’t had time to update them
and add a few pictures. I will get to it very soon. As most of you know I am still working until I
complete my project with the Department of Energy (DOE). That was projected to be by the
first on June, but the DOE extended it until the end of July. I only have a couple of weeks left!
I’m jealous of Becky, as she quit work on May 22nd. We are looking forward to taking some 1-2
week trips around the state between now and early October, then we are planning on a 3-4 week
trip to meet up with Becky’s brother somewhere in the mountains of Arkansas. At least that is
the plan for now! Then comes Air Force Academy football season, followed by ski season.
I have converted the HD satellite to accommodate Dish Network and continue to struggle to get
everything working with the Winegard Entertainment Select distribution switch that came with
our 2008 coach. I’ll keep trying, after all, it gives me something to do!
We still have our 2002 See Ya for sale and are getting real motivated to sell it, so if you know of
someone looking for a great coach, please pass along our names. See the ad at the end of this
newsletter.
If any of you are passing through Colorado and would like to hook up, please give us a call. We
would love to see you.
Jim Godfrey
Vice President

Secretary Report
Summer greetings to all the Alfa Roadrunners. I hope that everyone is enjoying their travels and
summer adventures, as well as, staying safe during your journeys. According to the input that
was received for the Newsletter from various Roadrunners, it would appear many of you are
enjoying your summer adventures. It also appears, that many of you are spending your summer
moving about the United States to get some Alfa upgrades – I am not sure that I totally
understand this concept of what you are doing with your summer, as we all know that there is no
improving an Alfa! They are the best of the best – how do you improve upon that?

Well, I must admit, that Jim and I are somewhat jealous of those of you that are traveling in
your RV throughout the summer. As some of you may recall, we were to take a 60 day
adventure of our own through Utah, California, Oregon, and Washington with my brother and
sister-in-law (they have a 42’ American Coach). Our journey quickly dissipated roughly two
weeks prior to our departure. My brother had to return home to Florida for hernia surgery and
an eight week recovery. Darn!!! But better to have surgery at home with a familiar surgeon, in a
familiar hospital, rather than have a hernia rupture in the middle of nowhere. The journey will
have to wait till a later date….and after a complete recovery. Life goes on!
Needless to say, we are pretty much hanging within the confines of beautiful Colorado. No
complaints, whatsoever! If any of you adventurous Roadrunners travel through our “Neck of the
Woods”, please call! We would love to meet up with you and hear all about your summer
happenings!!!
Also, just a gentle reminder to record what you are doing throughout the summer. The next
Newsletter will be published the end of September, so please send your stories, pictures,
problem solving issues, and anything else that may be of interest to your fellow Roadrunners.
Becky Godfrey
Secretary

Treasurer Report
Thoughts from your Treasurer, Susan Prichard – rvgrandma01@gmail.com
Our Summer travels have us head North to Alaska slowly as we enjoy British Columbia and the
Yukon Territory – both have very green forests with lots of beautiful rivers and lakes many the
color of turquoise. The roads are good with lots of passing lanes and they are not crowded at
this time. We have visited members along the way in both the States and Canada and so enjoy
connecting with each and every one.
As we travel and meet many folks on this RV journey, it comes to me that we all share the RV
lifestyle, whether full-timing or some-timing. But often, we don’t know much about our pasts.
Often we meet, greet and exchange niceties with those along the way, but do we delve deeper
into who we are speaking with? More than just where they are from or where are they going? It
is so interesting to learn about the differences in what each of us has done in our prior life (or
sometimes current life for those of us not yet retired)? What were our professions? As RV
travelers, it doesn’t matter, we are all in the same boat, so to speak. However, when we learn
more about our fellow travelers, we may find that we are sharing time and space with people
who were from many different walks of life and that have skill sets that can blend well in our
current lifestyles. It really doesn’t matter if you were the CEO, the janitor or a stay at home
mom, as we travel this great country, we are all following our dreams in our rolling homes and
often helping each other out. So don’t be afraid to ask others or share your background. I’m
ready to learn more about YOU. Isn’t life wonderful!
To report on some chapter specifics as of 7/1/15: Current membership: 149; Members that have
been moved to inactive status for non-payment of dues: 16; Current Savings Balance: $4,551.77;
Current Checkbook Balance: $1,964.77

Welcome our Newest Members (since last newsletter):
Ken & Yvonne Mathis
Snohomish, WA
kmathisy@hotmail.com
Jerry & Lynn Guess
Burbank, WA
jerrydguess@gmail.com
lynnaguess@gmail.com
Paul & Wendy Jennings
Delta Junction, AK
pandabear5199737@yahoo.com
happyalaskacamper2@gmail.com
Have a safe and wonderful summer and let us know about it!
Susan Prichard
Treasurer and Membership

A Sampling of Summer Adventures from Our Very Own
Roadrunners:
Adventures of Leary and Sandra Sooter
After the Casa Grande Rally, we returned to Lampasas, Texas where we completed our annual
doctor visits, as well as, having the coach serviced (oil change, lubricate chassis, state
inspection). The humidity in central Texas was terrible, after having spent the winter in
Arizona. On June 8th, we arrived in Choudrant, Louisiana at Dick Albritton's shop. This is
where Ronnie & Jody Wolfe installed our new Samsung refrigerator. We can’t tell you how
wonderful it is to have more refrigerator/freezer space and, of course, let’s now forget frozen ice
cream! We are currently in Hot Springs, Arkansas. We ventured into downtown Hot Springs
for a tour of bathhouse row; then on to the Mid-America Science Museum, which is affiliated
with the Washington’s Smithsonian. We are hoping that the tropical storm will be cooperative
to enable us to venture on to Branson, MO., on June 19th for a week.

Leary & Sandra Sooter

Additional Adventures from Cathe Spangler and Marianne Muzio:
“Cathe and Marianne are traveling in South Dakota for 6 weeks”.
We started our summer adventure in Sioux Falls in late April, because of the requirement to
renew our Driver’s Licenses every 5 years.
The weather remained downright cold, cloudy, and wet for the 3 weeks we spent there. But, it
gave us an opportunity to thoroughly explore the city and the surrounding areas. There have
been some improvements made since our trip 5 years ago; specifically the improved road
surface on I-29 freeway through the city, and the completion of the I-229 bypass around the east
side of the city. The major I-90 east-west freeway is now an 80 mph autobahn, with traffic
speeding by us.
We once again, visited the Falls Park, which is the major attraction where the Big Sioux River
cascades over the red, diamond hard, Sioux Granite. Downtown has turned into a delightful
shopping area with Phillips Avenue being the center of an eclectic variety of shops and
eateries. Minerva’s Restaurant at 301 South Phillips has a well-known extravagant salad bar
that is much more then green leafy lettuce! I had the Salmon Salad for lunch, and I can tell each
of you that any lover of salmon would appreciate the presentation and complimentary flavors of
the dish. The city supports the arts, and Phillips Avenue, is the Walk of Sculptures, with
regional and local artists providing sculpture subjects from the realistic to the surreal. Each year
one is selected as the people’s choice and displayed in Falls Park. Sioux Falls has a 16 mile paved

biking, walking, running, trail that completely encircles the city and connects about a third of
the 70 parks and green space which city owns. For the veterans in our club, you may want to
consider the USS South Dakota Memorial, located on 12th and Kiwanis Street.
Our travels through the remainder of the state of South Dakota, have taken us to Brookings,
Watertown, Aberdeen, Mobridge, Lemmon, Shadehill, Belle Fourche, Interior, which still left
much more to see and do.

See Ya;
Cathe Spangler
Marianne Muzio

Special Summer Adventures and Thoughts from Val Snyder and Joe
Hughes:
Hello Roadrunners,
On April 30, 2015, Val and I dropped off our Wee Cottage at McMiller Customs in Nappanee,
Indiana. I had purchased my coach in August 2007 so it was time to have some maintenance
completed. My main problem was a crack in the ﬁberglass on the passenger side rear extension,
as well as, ongoing Arizona sun damage to the decals all over my Alfa.
Upon arrival both PJ and Megan toured the Wee Cottage, followed up by all of us agreeing on a
“game” plan. Their wealth of knowledge, experience gained over the years, and the numerous
Alfa overhauls proved to be very valuable in analyzing what had to be done.
We decided to replace the complete bottom panel on the passenger side, the molding on the
same side, and the small rear door. Also, all compartment door lifting hardware was replaced.
Also, we agreed that the faded decals would be removed, sanded, and painted with the original
design. The new rear upper tail-lights, the stove vent, and the European headlights were
installed as upgrades. Inside, we had a few door latches, a front door shade, and a slide switch
replaced.
We were kept up-to-date with weekly progress reports and picked the coach up on June 11, 2015.
We can honestly say that doing business with Megan and PJ at McMiller Customs was a very
satisfying experience. We were able to work directly with these small business owners whose
livelihood is this business. Although, they had several coaches in for various maintenance
problems, we always felt our Wee Cottage had their personal attention.
Since Val and I spend our summers in Michigan, Nappanee IN., was an easy 3 hour drive. For
those Roadrunners that reside on the North side of the mountains, this service destination
makes all the sense in the world.
Feel free to contact PJ or Megan at 574-340-4100 or megan@mcmillercustoms.com
Joe Hughes & Val Snyder
(Please refer to the following photographs.)

More Adventures from Linda McLain:
Following the AOC Rally, I drove my motorhome to Smokey Mountain Coach Works, located in
Pigeon Forge, TN., for some interior work to be completed. I was there for roughly 45 days,
which left me as the proud new owner of a new table/desk, a computer desk and an
entertainment area, where the couch was originally located.
I left Pigeon Forge, and began my journey toward Gettysburg, PA. When I began my journey
from Pigeon Forge, everything was great. Upon arrival at my stopping point for the first night, I
realized that the covering for my large slide, had lost it’s covering for the gear shaft. I headed out
the next morning on I64, which I have since learned is little more than but Hills-and-Dales.
There is really very little else in-between other than beautiful countryside.
And, the fun continues – I arrived in Gettysburg on a Monday afternoon, only to discover that
my tow vehicle was completely covered in oil. It actually appeared to be somewhat caked onto
the vehicle. Not certain how to proceed, I called the Freightliner hotline and was directed to the
Harrisburg, PA., Freightliner. I then proceeded to call the Cat hotline and they suggested a
couple additional things that could possibly be wrong. So, needless to say, I made an
appointment to take the motorhome to Harrisburg Freightliner on Friday to determine what
could possibly be wrong. I did check the oil level, only to find, it was at the “add” line.
As I waited for my appointment with Freightliner, I took a bus tour around the Gettysburg
Battlefield, and went to the National Museum, which was so interesting and has so much in the
way of exhibits, - well worth seeing. Next, I ventured off to the Lincoln Train Museum. I, also
learned that in York, PA., (30 miles away, and where I am taking my Alfa), there is a Harley
Davidson Plant that can be toured – I will be checking into it very shortly.
I originally had plans to spend some time at Monmouth Caves once I left the area, but, naturally
I had to cancel due to my Alfa problem. Once the problem has been determined and fixed at
Freightliner, I will be heading out to see Ronnie, regarding my bedroom slide, in July. The end
of my “fix-it” journey will be to check-in with McMiller Customs, to inquire about painting my
ALFA.

Linda McLain

Alfa Repair/Sale: A Special Information Request: from Chet Halpern
Greetings - I just read your appeal for input for the Summer Newsletter. I thought that perhaps
I could provide you some assistance, and possibly more-so for myself, by sharing my problem
with you and other Roadrunners. I have just about "aged out" of RVing, and have decided I
need to sell my 2006 Alfa Gold “SGF35RLIK”. I can also use some advice about getting a little
cosmetic work done, as well as, finding the right approach to the used RV market. Thanks, in
advance, for any advice that you Alfa Roadrunners may be able to provide!!
Chet Halpern
Email: chalpern4018@gmail.com

Need a Cockpit Shade Upgrade? John Kurz Has the Solution for You!
Cockpit Shades (Dual Motorized)
John Kurz – tybo4me@gmail.com

Recently, the motorized shade on the passenger side on my 2006 Alfa died. I contacted
Alfateers and they could no longer get an exact replacement. They could get something close. I
wasn’t comfortable with the possible miss-match and what I really wanted was to replace both
cockpit shades with motorized dual day/night shades. I had previously gotten an estimate from
MCD and if I recall correctly, it was around $3,000 which was more than what I wanted to
spend. Much of the cost was for labor and they don’t allow the customer to install.
After many twists and turns, I came across a company that could provide the desired shades at
half the cost. I have now completed my install and I couldn’t be happier with the result. In
ordering my shades, I measured ¾” less than my existing shades to insure I had space for the
new ones. As it turned out, I did not need to do that. To be noted, the shades I bought came
with their own battery packs to operate the shade motors and a remote control to operate them.
I decided I wanted to wire the new shades into the Alfa’s 12 volt system and a discussion with
the manufacturer approved of doing so. They also recommended installing a 5amp fuse in the
line. My total install time was about four hours and here are the steps I used for completing it:

1. Turn of chassis batteries
2. Cut the wires on the old shade close to the shade.
3. Remove old shades. (Six screws per shade). To this, I also had to remove a plastic shield
behind the drivers shade. That had about 6 screws in it also.
4. Open up dash panel where your existing shade toggle switches are.
5. Bypass the switch to connect the + and – leads to one of the pair of wires leading up to
your existing shades.
6. Turned on the chassis batteries and used a meter to determine which of the wires I cut
were now the ones that had the power.
7. Turned off the chassis batteries.

8. Cut the leads on the battery packs midway between the battery and the quick connect
and added enough wire to extend them from the shade to where my hot wires in step 6
were located.
9. On the positive lead, I inserted a fuse holder with a five amp fuse and connected the four
+ wires leading to the quick connects to the protected side. (It doesn’t matter if you get
this reversed because in programing the remote control you can reverse it.)
10. On the negative lead, I connected the four – wires leading to quick connect.
11. Installed new shades in approximately the same location as the old.
12. On trying to re-install the plastic shield behind the drivers shade, I noticed that the top
of the shield on the driver’s side impaired the shade’s free movement so I trimmed away
the portion that was hitting using a small toothed saw. Once trimmed, install the plastic
shield.
13. Connected all quick connects to the shade motors and tucked wires away behind molding
leaving the fuse holder exposed for easy access.
14. Programed shades to the remote per instructions from manufacturer.

The following shows what I purchased and links to the company I purchased them from:
If you have any questions or problems, feel free to call our customer service at 888-633-7840

Thank you for buying from Blinds Chalet.

Item

Size(w x h)

Day Night Double RV Roller 50.000" x
Shades
45.000"
Outside Mount

Color

Qty Total

Black Screen

1

$1333.01

1

$1190.15

Night Shade
Color:Champagne

Room:EXACT SIZE - TOP
BOTTOM
Motorization
Remote - 4 Channel
Day Night Double RV Roller 50.000" x
Shades
45.000"
Outside Mount

Black Screen
Night Shade
Color:Champagne

Room:EXACT SIZE - TOP
BOTTOM
Motorization
Subtotal: $2523.16
Discount: ($883.11)
Handling Fee:

$5.95

Total: $1646.00
Click to Approve Order

Note: Standard deductions will be taken for inside mount blinds. See individual products for
details. Outside mount blinds will arrive the size specified.
Our products are custom made to your exact specifications, therefore they are not suitable for
resale through Blinds Chalet. Since production typically starts the morning after the order is
placed, cancellations and changes can only be made the day that your order is finalized. To

ensure proper handling, all order changes or cancellations must be made over the phone after
which you will be required to submit the changes or cancellation in writing via email to the
assigned customer service agent you speak with over the phone.
Important: Please notify us within 7 days of any shipping damage and we will replace or repair
the damaged item(s). Failure to notify us within the specified time period we will not be able to
replace or repair the item(s). All damaged shipments must be signed for as damaged.
Thanks again for shopping Blinds Chalet. If you have any questions regarding your order, don't
hesitate to call us.
Sincerely,
Blinds Chalet Customer Service
(888) 633-7840
www.blindschalet.com

Need a 2nd Alfa – Or, Have a Friend That Wants to Step Up to Alfa?

A Steal at $49,900
Contact Jim and Becky Godfrey
godfreybj@comcast.net
(719) 598-6054

Safe Travels and Journeys

From DaGirls: Della and Tilly

And, Da Boys, Too!

Duffie and Cody!

